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ERELATION: 


Of the taking of 
ROCHE CASTLE, 


Together with 


S: Patricks C ahedralj 


mA place of great ſtrength, wherein 
were put to the Sword Fi hundred 
* Rebels and many Pricſts aad Fricts. 
| 6 AS ALSO 


The taking in of many other places, all : 
which was performed by the Army under 'the 
Command of theLord INCHI 9 U IN, Lord Pre- 

ſident of the Province of Munſter i in Ireland, 
SENT 

In a Letter from Colonel Alexander Pigot 

tro a Commander of note in this City, 
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Noble Sir, 


Y this opportuni-y of your Brothers go- 
ing over, I could not omit to let you 
know ſome particulars of the proceed- 
ings of this Army, ard of the lucceſles 

that it hath pleaſed God to give us, fince we mar- 
ched pain the City of Cſh:/: On the 12, of 
September the Soldiers Ga-ritoned in that City, 
being terrified with the ſudden taking of Chair 
Caſtle (a place of very great ſtrength, and im- 
Portance on the River of Sewer) and with the 
ſtorming of Roches Caſtle upon that River, and 
putting the Warders tothe ſword, being 50: in 
number, and with the burning of much corn, 
and divers Towrs therezbous, they deſerted 
the Ciry,and ret:eated tothe great Rock adjoyn- 
ing, whereon the Cathegral Church ( called 
St, Patricks) is (cituated, being a large and Rarely 
Pile, and the Church yard fortified. In this 
Church and Church-yard they bad fx full 


Companies of Foot, and div@® Townſmen 
and Gentlemen, in all 800. or che abou:s, be- 
fides women and children, all the goods 


they could in ſo ſhore a rim@hﬀer rogerher, con- 
cciving they were able to make it good againſt 
any oppofition, that could be made agauaſt ir, 
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My Lord prefident gave order for the ſummon- 
ing of it, and upon conſideration of the ſtrength” 
of the place, and of our want of bread, and 
want of conyenieat means -for ſtorming the 
place, the Counſel of War reſolved ro grant 
quarter unto them with bag and baggage, it they 
would by an hour ſurrender, which they refuſzd, 
and ſtood on very high terms, but ſoon after 
propounded other rerms which my Lord refuſed 
to-accepr, -and willed the Drum, and ewo Offi- 
cers that came with him to return, for that not 
one man of them ſhould come forth alive, and 
declared unto us his will to ſtorm the place, 
though ir ſeemed ave! y difficult work; whereup- 
on Sir William Bridges, Major Wearden,and other 
horſe Officers, cheerfully offered tro unmount 
their men, and joyn with the Foot in Rtorming * 
the place, and both Horſe and Foot were very 
willing to-proceed therein, preparations being 
made with all poſſible diligence: on the 15 day 
of September, my Lord gave command, and we 
began the ſtorm , Sir William Bridges led vp a- 
bove 150. unmounted men with their ſwords 
and piſtols, four Majors. of 'Foorled up 200. a 
piece asa Forlorn hope to each poſt, and were 
ſeconded by four Lieut. Colonels, with 300. 
men a piece, and the Lord Preſident marched up 
with the body of the Army, with their Colors 
Aying, and Drums beating : the remainder of 
the horſe (for the incouragement of rhe Foot) 
marching up within halt Musket ſhot of the 
Rock. 'Wefell on abour three of the clock, and 
in 


in an hour we were abſolute maſters of ir, having 
bur eight men lainin the ſervice, beſides almoſt 
an hundred hurt, whereof it was re de; ro 
be one, having received a thruſt with a pike be- 
hinde my right ear, but I give God thanks I am 
well recovered of it, and ſo are moſt of the reſt, 
thovgh they were ſorely bruiſed by the throw- 
ing of ſtones from the wall before we could en- 
ter; we madegalmoſt all their pikes unſerviceable © 
by cutting off their heads. In the Church we 
killed above 700. men, whereof many were 
Prieſts and Fiters, beſides ſome women thar pe» 
riſhed in the ation : I am confident ſo many men 
were not ſeen {lain in fo ſmall a compaſs of 
ground theſe many years, they lay five or fix 
deep in many places, not one Officer or Soldier 
'eſcaped, but one Major and the Governor, who 
as I hear is fince dead of his wounds: before the 
Storm began, divers of the prime gentry being 
come upon licenſe to ſpeak wich my Lord abour 
rendring ſome other places, my Lord cauſed 
them ro ſtand by, and ſee the ſtorming perform- 
ed, which you muſt thirk was to them no plea- 
ſant objeR : as ſoon as this was done the $ol- 
diers fell ro plundering, and many of them got 
good ſtore of booty, among which were divers 
Pictures, Copes, Chalices and Veſtments of the 
Priefts, and the Mitre of the Titulary Archbi- 
ſhop(who was lately fled ro the ſupream Counſel 
leaving his Coach behinde him)600 Arms,g00d 
ſtore of Powder, and alſo divers Colors with 


the Sword and Maces of the Mayor of the Cy, 
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and ſome of the Aldermens Gowns that were 
brought ro this City on the Soldiers backs, and 
here ſold. In the Church was found a Lerter of 
the Lord Taffe General of the Rebels forces to 
incourage Licut. Colonel Butler theit Governor 
Lo hold our, raking the place ro be impregnable, 

[ may not omit to tell you that the Rebels cal- 
led on Sr. Patrick for help all the time of the 
ftorm and before, and fome of them rung che 
bels in a very doleful. tune, which our Soldiers 
told chem was their kne]l, and fo it proved, and 
divers of the Town and Country rold us after- 
wards, that they would never truſt St, Patrick 
more, Before the ſtorm we underſtood by ma- 
ny inthe Town that on new years day 1644. the 
Citizens of Caſe! murdered 120, Proteſtants 
whom they had kepr in a dungeon to the knees 
in dirt a moneth before becauſe of their Religion 
onely, which is now paid home to them by the 
Providence of God. 

From hence my Lord Prefident ſent a ftron 
party and entred the walled Town of Fetbard, 
fix miles diſtant, and having ſent the Foot home 
to refreſh rhem, fent from theſe parts a ſtron 
party of horſe under the command of Sir W:4- 
liam Bridzes into the County of Kilkenny with 
direQions co do what ſpoil, and to bring away 
what cartel he could. Sir Wi0;em Bridges preten- 
ded to quarter at Fethard, and gave orders ac- 
| cordingly, bur uſed very great ciligenee in mar- 
ching as neer X:/kenny as he could, where he un- 
derſtood a great pare of Qwes Ree O-Neals men 

were 
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were to defend the Supream Councel (as they 
call themſelves) the ſudden march of Sir William 
being noiſed at Calin an ancient Corporation, 
and a ſtrong walled Town, lying within fig piles 
of Kilkenny upon the river, the SuffrAn and 
Burgeſſes thereof fled towards Kilkenny with 

whar they could carry, and left the Town open, 

whereof the Troopers madeas good uſe as they 

could ; and having burnt all the Corn there- 

abours, Sir William Bridges and that party 

brought away 4000. head of cartel towards Fer- 

hard , but thar night proving ſtormy , and the 
Troopers wearied with their march, they loſt 

neer two patts of chem, and the reſt thxy brought 

home tothis Garnfon: In all this march we went 

over as rich and goodly a Country, asever I ſaw 

in England. 

My Lord is now taking his Muſters of the Ar- 
my, and mreads £o be —_—y abroad in the 
field apnin, having this Suſamer burnt corn from 
the gates of Limerick to Chaſhel,Clomnel,and Cal- 
len near Kilkenny which terrified the Inhabirancs 
exceedingly, and gave fuch an Alarm to the Su- 
pream Counſel at Kilkenny, as they never had the 
like fincethe war began , and were it not that our 
Soldiers were almoſt naked, and much wanting 
means and medicaments, 1 am very confident 
you would have an account of ſome Winter ſer- 
vice meriting thanks, as 'we think our former 
ſervice doth z having not been in Garriſon m 
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ſix monerths, but K. ro get'a litele b;$ad or 
iſquer, which it we had had, and Carriages in 
/ any reaſonable proportion, we had ſcarce ſeen 
our Gazriſons all this while , and therefore I be- 
feectibu, as you tender the ſervice of the Par- 
liament, and reducing of thoſe bloody wrongs, 
labor to ger us (over before Winter ) cake 
for our men, and ſome means ro incourage the 
Officers and Soldiers, and to comfort them in 
fickneſs-afrer a hard and ſucceſsful Summer ſer- 
vice : ſo, Sir. praying for the good and happy ſuc- 
r .. eels of the. Þarliament , and for your ſafe and 
fpeedy return unto us wich ſome ro ſupply our 

wants, I remain 


| | Your very humble ſervant, 
Cork, 006.6. 36.2. , 
I 647. 
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